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might have immigrated with their Gods and culture. The
weight of evidence, therefore, rather leans on the side of
India than Somaliland.
11 According to the old dim legend, the Land of Pant was
the primeval dwelling of the Gods'. From Punt, the heavenly
beings had, headed by Amen, Horas and Hatbor, passed into
the Nile Valley. The passaga of-the Gods had consecrated
the coast-lands, which the water of the Red Sea washed as
far as Punt, and whose very name Gods' iand (Ta-nater)
recalls the legend. Amen is called Hag, that is * King of
Punt,' Hathor simply * Lady and Ruler of Punt/ while Hor
was spoken of as ' the holy morning star' which rises west-
ward from the Land of Punt. To this same country belongs
that Idol Bes, the ancient figure of the deity in the Land of
Pont, who in frequent wanderings, obtained a footing, not
only in Egypt, but in Arabia and other countries of Asia, as
far as the Greek islands. The deformed figure of Bes, with
its grinning visage, is none other than the benevolent Diony-
sus (Bacchus) who pilgrimaging through the world dispenses
gentle manners? peace and cheerfulness to the nations with a
lavish hand"1
We will try to identify these Gods with the Gods of the
Hindu Mythology later on. But It may be said here that Hor
or Horas was a corruption of the Sanskrit word Suryas (the
first $ being corruptly pronounced as A), and that this * God '
was spoken of by the Egyptians as '* the holy morning star
which rises westward from the land of Punt*' This Iandf
therefore, was the " the land of the rising Sun/' so far as the
Egyptians were concerned, and cannot certainly be identified
with Somaliland which was situated far off to the * south of
Egypt, The land of Punt was undoubtedly situated some*
where to the east of Egyptf which also goes to confirm our
supposition that the land was no- other than the Malabar
of India, The allegation that " the water of the Red Sea
i   l&id. Vol. i, p. 108.